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Y your fo much urging me to think 
B of Writing ſomewhat by way of 
Anſwer to Amyntor, it ſeems to 
that you have not yet read the -Book, 
only dipr here and there in it, and be- 
uſe you ſaw my Name frequently men- 
zoned, think there mult needs be ſome» 
hing 11 the Book chat bears hard upon 
, and which I am concerned in Honor 
6 make ſome Reply to. 

I defire you therefore firſt, to read o- 
er che Book very carefully, (if you have 
yer done 1t) and after that, to con- 
fider thoſe Reaſons which I ſhall now 
ave you, why I have no thoughts at 
preſent of Writing any Anſwer to it ; and 
en | make no doube bur you will be of 

ny Mind, vrz. That ic is altogether need- 
for me, to give either :my felt, or the 
WV orid any more trouble -about this Mart- 
r. A 2 In 


, 


(2) 

In Amymor, there is firſt a general A- 
pology for Writing Lives, whether of Þy 
good or bad Men. Burt im this part of 
the Book, trom p. 1. to 11. you will fee 
plainly I am not concerned. 

Thenexr part of it, from p. 1 1. to $1. pf 
was indeed occaſioned by a Paſlageſn 
in my Sermon betore the Houſe of Com-C 
mons ; and therefore you with others, ing 
may think perhaps it lies on me tore-ſot! 

ly toir: Burt when you have read it 0- the 
ver, -I believe you will be of anotherſot. 
Mind, becauſe you will eafily perceive - 
that the Author and I are at laſt, well 
enough agreed in that Point wherein welAu 
ſeemed moſt ro difter. Kine 

The Marter of Fact is this. He hadpot | 
ſaid in the Lite of Milton, that many Sup-hact: 

poſutrtrous Preces under the Name of Chriſt and ct 
his A poſtles, and other great Perſons bad61d 
been Poliſhed and Approved, (by ſome Wor 
ſuppoſe he means, not by all) m the Pri 
mitrve Times: And to this Obſervatio 
becauſe (by my little Reading) I kne 
there was much of Truth in it, I mad 


* 
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5 
no Exception. Bur he had ſaid morco- 
of Iyer, that be doubted the Spuriouſneſs of [eve- 
of Jral more ſuch Books was yet undiſcovered, thro 
oe bibe Kemotene|s of thoſe Times, &c. © And 
chi Paſlage I tound faule with, as what 
i, proceeding from the Mouth of a Perſon 
geſn high kiteem (as I had heard) wich 
m-fome Mer: tor his great Parts and Learn- 
rs, lg, might give occalion tochem, and to 
re-jothers not fo well read in Antiquity as 
o-Wthey took him ro be, to think that ſome 
nerfot choſe Books which are received by the 
ivelwhole Chrittian Church, as Parts of Ca- 
ellÞÞonical Scripture, are of very uncertain 
welAuthority 3 (becauſe, as I then faid, I 
knew of no other Pieces under the Name 
aadivt Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the Spurioul- 
zcls whereot had not been diſcovered) and 
db charged hum with Infidelity, it indeed he 
ha$$1d doubr of the Authority of theſe 
» {Books ; and with Immodelty, for fo o- 
146 ly Attrontng che holy Religion, Pro- 
onfclled and Eitabliſhed among us, by de- 
xewElaring this his Doubt in Prine. 
But he ſayes now, that I was miſtaken 
in 
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(4) 
10 my Cenſure, becauſe the Books which 
he means, viz,. In this laſt Vallage which 
I excepted againſt, as well as in the for- 
mer; or elſe all that he Wrares trom p. 18.6 
tOP.43. 15 nothing to me, nor to thef 
Purpoſe) are, either ſforne Books, the 
Spuriouſneſs of molt of which has beenne 
dilcovered many hundred Years ago, andfic 
which are few of them now extant; 4aþ} , 
large Catalogue whereot he has given usjmu 
from P. 20. toP. 42, and it feems it was 
only my fooliſh Miſtake to think chat thef 
word (yet ) when he {ayes the Spuriouſneſs 
of theſe Books is yet undiſcovered, did} 
refer to this preſent Year, whenas indeed as 
it was meant by him to reter to ſome time 
many Years ſincepalt and gone ; or elfe 

meant the Books aſenbed to certain A 

{tolick Men ; particularly che Epittle « 
Barnal * the Paſtor of Hermes, the Ept- 


| 


{tle of Polycarpus ro che Phill opt; ans, chi [ 
firſt Epiſtle of Clemens Romanw to the, | 
Cormthrans, and the ſeven Epiſtles of /&ftal 


RAtnin, 
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hj- And I cant unagine now what you 
hyould have me reply to this ; for whether 
re did mean theſe, and' only theſe Books 
8. char Paſlage which I excepred againſt, 
hepone can certainly tell bur himſelf ; if * 
hefheretore he ſayes he did' mean only cheſe, 
endnd not the Books of the New Teltament, 
ndbow can I contradict him 7 

al All char I could fay to thus, (it I had a 
usjmnd to reply to this part of his Book) 
rasFould be only to give the World the 
hefkeaſon that made me think, he meant 
e&hot theſe only, but hkewiſe ſome of the 
lidBooks of the New Teltamence ; which 
ceedjras this ; that he having ſpoken betore of 
me pfurttrous Preces under the Name of ( briſt 
bis Apoſtles as well as of other great Per- 
popns ; it was very reaſonable to think, that 
: en immediately after, in the ry Pe- 
ye xd, he ſpeaks of ſeveral more ſuch B oks.the 
mnouſnefs of which is not ver diſcover- 
he had meant by ſeveral, fore ar lealt, 
all the forts before mentioned ; char is, 
under the Name of Chriſt, and fume 
the Name of his Apoltles, as well 
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(6) 
as ſon me _— the Name of other great 
Perk For how ſhould I know what] . 
he meant by ſuch Books, but by looking 
back, and ſeeing what Books he had 

-n of before? And finding that he 
had there ſpoken, no! only of Books un- 


s 
I 
dcr the Name of other great Perſons, but t 
[1 
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Iikewiſc under the Name of Chriſt and bus 
Apoſtles, what could I underſtand by 
ſuch Books, but ſome Books under chej#6 
Name of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as wellſe 
as ſore unJer the Name of other greatſ#4 
Ferſons? And it he did not mean fo, orc 
would not have been thought to havgWe 
meant ſo ; he ought, I think, to havef 
dittinguiſh'd and have made that Paſlaggys 
which I excepted againit, an intire S - 
rence by its ſelf; and have faid plainly$ 
that tho' he thought ſome Books Spurt 
which ſome ochers believed robe Genuine 
they were only ſome pieces that had bee 
aſcribe d ro the other great Men, but 
oily of thoſe that were read as Pieces 
Chnſt or his Apoltles; and it he Nat 
Written his Mind chus clcarly, I thc ) 


; 


at | no more have excepted 2 
Paſſage than Idid againſtrheformer. 
agl But he ſays, If 1 bad been diſpoſed to deal 
neennonſly with bim, | might have ſeen, with- 
he| ##t the belp of the Fathers, (which he ſappo- 
n- fes I know nothing of) that he did not mean 
wut] the Books of the New T eſt ament, when he men- 
hy gl taomed $ trons Pieces under the Name 

by Chriſt, force there uu none Aſcribed to bum nm 
chelibe whole Bible, nor do we read there, that 
vell}be ever wrote any thing, except once with 
eats Finger on the Grad, when he acquit- 
ted the Woman taken in Adultery, Bur I 
avewonder this ſhould be urged by a Man 
avephat has ſo very lately written the Life of 
gdfobr Milton 5; for by the ſame Argument 
"Joe —__ prove, that Paradice hoſt, and 0- 
nly8her late Pieces Aſcribed by chis Author, 
«8s well as others, to Jobn Milton, are none 
his, becauſe 'ris certain they were not 
atten by him ; for how could he Write 
Shen he was blind 2 And if to this he 
Mould anſwer, as 1 ſuppoſe he would, 
hat they may however, truly and pro- 
y enough, be ſaid to be Pieces 4 
B M 


[7] 
gainſt - ehis 


[$] 
Milton, becauſe they were - Difftated, - a+ 
though por Wrirten by hinvelf ; I! .jee |, 
noi Keaton why our Saviour Sermon on |, 
the Mount, and-his ſeveral ather Sermons |" 
and Diſcourſes which . were utter d and 
ſpoken by himſelf, tho' Recorded by the 
Evangelilts, may not be Afcribed to kia z 
and. be faid (in this Authors Phaſe) ta 
be Pieces under the Narwe of Chnlt, $0 
that if chis be the only Reafon I bad to 
think, that when he nacationed - Pacces 
under the Name of Chaſt and bus As 
poltles, and other great Men, he did not 
mean the Books of the New Tetament ; 
I chink chat lance there are no Pieces now 
extant, that can in any ſenſe be called 
Pieces under the Name of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, the Spuriquines wherealſ,, 
hath not been dilcovered, EXCEPT only the 
thoſe which make up the New Teltarh, 
raent, I þad muchbetrer Reaſon to-behewh, 
that he. did mean theſe, or fam of thei; 
Andn this Qpuyon I was the' more cork 
firmed, becauſe 1 never (cither betc 
the 3oth of Jamary, or fince) ha 


me 
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(9] 
met with {6 rtwech as one fingle Perfort 
thar did riot+ underſtand chat Paſſage in 
his Book in the ſame Senſe chat I did; 
Whether therefore I did miſtake and 
miſrepreſett his Meaning, is a Queſtion 
that none but'he himſelf, who belt knew 
his own Meaning, can decide; bur whe- 
ther I miftobk # (if indeed I did miſtake 
It )withour ſufhciene Ground trom his own 
Expreſſion, is enocher Queſtion, which I 
could very willingly leavetobedecided, by 
ts any indiflerene Perſons ; nay, if I were to 
= chuſe the Judges, and could be well afhu- 
red that they would fpeak their Minds 
boa freely, they ſhould bethoſe very Men that 
dire tis great Admirers, who Iam perſwa- 
6 led would all. with one Voice fay that 
hey underſtood him as T did; and that 
Sd ey look upon that Expoſition which he 
as now given of that Paſſage, as little 
| ter thari # 'Rerractarion of chat bold 
Poſition which they chought he had bes 
_ e advanced; and for the fake of which, 
of other fuch like impious Inſmnv- 
s, in chat and ocher Books; ſaid to be- 


» 
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[10] 
Written by the ſame Author, (I fear) 
it 1s that they do chiefly admire him; 

But whether I did miſunderſtand him, 
of no, 'and whether I had good reaſon ro 
underſtand - him as 1 did, or not, are 
private Queſtions, which only he and / 
are 'concerned in; and 1 think it foo- 
liſh to trouble the relt of the World 
about them. 

k is ſnfhcient, that now at laſt we 
are agreed in the main Queſtion, which 
is of more ral Concern ; for (unleſs 
miſunderſtand him now as much as 
he ſays I did before) he now agrees 
with me, that the Books of the New 
Teitament are Genuine, which was all 
I ever meant to contend for. 

He therefore having declared, , . 
that m the firſt Member of that Paſ- 
faze im Milton's Life, by the Spurious 
Books publiſhed in the Primitive Times un- 
der the Name of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and other great Men, be meant ſome of the 


Books mentioned in bis Catalogue, Pp. 20. 
&chun 


the 


08, 
on 
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[ 2 ] 
&r. (in which Poine I did ne , 
ver diſagree with him) and chat in 

the ſecond member of chat Paſlage (with 
whichonly ic was that / found fault) by the 
ſeveral more, | * ſuch Books] he meant the 
ſuppoſed Writings of certain Apoſtolical Men 
(as they call them ) Barnabas, Hermas, &c, 
About which- the Learned World has 
been much devided, and probably will 
be, until greater Reaſon ſhall appear 
ether wholly to reject them, as alco- 
gether Spurious, or wholly to receive 
them, as in all parts Genuine, than 
has yet been produced, either on the 
one {ide or the ocher : And he having 
moreover exprelly granted, that 
even theſe ſeven Pieces, 'as he calls 
them) nz. The Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
the Epiſtle of James, the ſecond of Peter, 
the ſecond and third of John, Jude, and 


- 44- 


F. 57 


the Revelation, which were doubted by 


lesglſome of the Ancients, are (not without 
F thelgorvincing Reaſons) recerved bythe Maderns ;; 


2O, 


& 


have now no further Qunarrel with 
him upon the account of this Paſlage; 
we 


[ 12 } 

we are thus far fully agreed 
always continue in the pood Mind tt he 
ſvers now to be in. Only if I might 
be heard by him as a Friend, I would 
adviſe him, in the next Fdition of 
Milton's Lite, either fo to alter the Ex- 
preſhon of that Paſſage which 1 ex- 
cepred againſt, that his meaning may 
not be fo hable ro be mnfunder{tood ; 
or elſe to add this Explanation which 
he now makes of it, in the Margin. 

And now this great _— being 
thus amicably compoſed ; 1 don't fee 
what Reaſon I (more than any one 
elſes have to maintain a Diſpute with 
him upon any other Account, For 
whereas I charged him with Confidence 
tor aſſerting K mg Charles the Firſt's Book 
tall d Icon Bafilike, to be [pariour, withs 
out erther prodncmy any new Evidence fe 
the Proof of hrs Aert m; 6f offermg 
word m Anſwer to thole juſt and rattona 
Excepttor 'S, that bad been made before Xt 
theſe only Teſt mames, which he mfiſts up 
as ts prove it a Forgery; or makin an 


Ex 
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[13 ] 
we Exceptions to thoſe later  Evidences the 
ve (eve been produced to prove ut Authenticky; 
we | he marrer of Fact he does not deny, 
14 [49d wherher | the Charge was - juitly 
of [grounded on. the Marter of Fact, the 
[World will judge. 

| In this laſt Book indeed, he fays, 
44 he will make amends for all former 
7/:|Omiſſons ; and, 1 ſuppoſe, thinks 'has 
+ [Gone It ; bur whether he has or | not, 
ib ſhall likewiſe leave the World to 
? judge ; becauſe I do not think ut pro- 


< peri for me , to take this Controvertie 


'X 


neu of another Mar's Hands, who's 
RY betrer prepared, and better able ro ma- 


For 


nage ic than my felt. 

Only, becauſe perhaps - that worthy 
*erſon, (faid by hum and others - ro be 
. Wazftaff,) may not think a formal 

ly needful to char lictle, (that very 
uttle indeed) that is ſaid in Amynor, 
more than 'had been. ſaid before, to 

the Book ititious ; 1 wil 
alt hine chis one ching to you; (and 
-/ ,Þpon Perufal of all chat has been faid 


ON 


[ 14 ] 
on both ſides, 1 believe you will find 
it true; ) viz. that Dr. Gazden himſelf 
is the only Evidence that has 
_ (and he, not in | Perſon, SOt by 
Fnends, though in this [ think no 
Friends to his Reputation or Memory) 
ro prove himſelf the Author of that 
Book. For all. that Dr. Walker ſays, 
1s from Dr, Gazden ; excepe; only chat 
he | ſaw the Book under Dr. Ganden' 
Hand-writing ; (which might be, and 
yet; Dr. Gauden the Tranicnber only, 
not the Author ; according to what 15 
faid in Mr. Le Pla's Letter.) And all 
that | Mrs. Gauden fays, whether in 
the Fragments before publiſhed , Or 
inthe Lage Narrative pnnted 1n 4- 
wyntor, 15, as from her | Husband, that 
15, from Dr. | Gauden (till. Nay, and 


even all chat my. Lord angle lies 
m by- the 


under his Hand, / as told 


Royal Brothers, (ſuppoling the Memorats 
dum to be' my Lords Hand-writi 
and that it contains 2 true Relation © 
what was told him by them;) and all 


that 


C 
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[19] 
that any other Perſons, (though there 
be Five Hundred of them, y do or 
ſhall ec{tifie as by Hear-ſay from "the 
Royal Brothers, is trom Dr: Gazden (hill ; 
it plainly appearing by the whole Sto- 
ry, and particularly by Mr. North's Pa- 
pers, that both King Charles the Second, 
and his Brother did believe, or were 
thought to believe the Book to be their 
Fathers, till Dr. Gauder, in order to get 
a good Biſhoprick for his good Servt- 
ces, told them otherwiſe. Dr. Gauden's 
Tettumony bring therefore the ingle E- 
vidence on that fide: 1 leave it to you 
to conſider, whether his manifeſt Inte- 
reſt in affirming this, and his Zeal in 
urſuing his Intereſt by this Report of 
s, being ſo very evident, they do not 
ke his ſingle Teſtimony liable to great 
Suſpicion. And 1 leave it to all the 
World to conſider, of what weight or 


1 C 


Validity any Man's Teſtimony can be, ef- 
's ally when he teſtifies for his own 
dyantage, in caſe the i Matter. of his 


L allff cftimony be fuch, that it cane be 


that 
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credited waar allowing, that he he 
ww irgels himſelf. bas tormerly becn guil- 
ry of a molt gaorious Forgery , and 
cunſequently . that he is not 3 credible 
Winch. 

la - the - Conclulon of Amyntor the 
Authar takes Qccahon, from the Offence 
my  $ecrmon. as givea hun, to repreſent 
the great inconycaiencies that have hap- 
pencd by te Oblervauon of the 3oub, 
of Jamaryz, and by the Sermons "tha 
have been preached upon that Day ; 
and you may expect perhaps that [ ſhould 
lay lomething to this ; but / don't think | 
it cither needtul or coaveruent ; becauſe 
{ judge this to be a Matter more pro- | 
per to be debated in Parkament then by 
private Verions 

Burt there 1s one thing noted in thus 
Conclufum, which perhaps you may think 
ics UPON zNC, more then any one cle, 
ro detenc, viz. That ſpeaking of K. 
CHARL t $ I. in my Xcrmon, | ſhould! 


ul 4 | 
FI thy bi (i 6] | Kangs, and the be (4 oft 


eu; which t xpreſhon he faics feverall 
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were angry at ; eſpecially betauſe I did 
not except the preſent King';5 Gnd'Hhe 
might have added, that twas- a grea- 
ter Fault in mechan it would! been” it 
another, becauſe I Write my (df " 

liam to His Majeſtzy But the Author,” 1 
think, does not lay he himfelf- was of- 
fended ar this Expreſſion; and 1 ſuppoſe 
thoſe ſeveral, Uf indeed there were any 
that, upon this Account oily were ati- 
ry at it, ) were only ſuch, as not ofi- 
y have not been converſant m ancient 
| @c wear but are not yet fo far read; 
even in| their Tetament, as to chic 'be- 
ginning of St. Luke's Goſpel, where v. 3. 
he (tiles Theophilu3,moſt excellent ; by which, 
[ ſuppoſe few, even of theſe beginners 
to read, do think that St. Lake mcant 
to make a Companſon between him 
other excellent Perſons, and much lebs rv 
prefer Theophilus before all other Men, 
the Holy Apoltles of our Lord not &x- 
cepred. And therefore _ being {© 


# manifeſtly invidious eavil, 1 think needs 


C 2 no 


[18] 
no Anſwer 3 eſpecially when in the Ser- 
man" it ſelf, tho 1 commended K. 
Charles L. for 'his Virtues, 1 did allow 
that he had Faults ; But che Faults thar 
were then, and have ſince been charged 
upon him, being only fuch as he might 
be, and I believe was led into by Mid. 


information, and a miſtake of the extenc 


of his Poxer and Prerogative, I faid 
they were only ſuch as were conſiſtent 
with Integrity of Mind ; and ſuch Faulks 
as | theſe I think can hardly be called 
Vices and Immoralities, 

* And Now,' Sir, { hape you are (@- 
tished, that I have no Reaſon, more 
than any other Man, t engage my ſelf 
ne further 'Controverſie with LF T, 
the Aurchor of Mims Life; for as to 
the Reflections which he has in ſeveral 
places of Ampwor, (almolt in every Page ) 
made upon me ; - particularly, #s tothe 
meannels of my Parts, and my great 


want of ' Learningz 1 value them not 


let the World believe '' of me as it 
= picaſes 
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[ 19 ] 
pleaſes. Or if 1 was minded to make 
any Anſwer to theſe parts of his Book, 
it ſhould be only this; That my Ne- 
rural Parts are fuch as God- was ples- 
ſed to give me, to which I can no 
more add than to my Stature z howe- 
ver, ſuch as they are, I am contented 
with them, and thanktul for them; 
And that my Learning is as much, 
as by moderate Study, with fuch Parcs, 
1 have been able to attain, And to this 
perhaps, 1 ſhould fubjoyn a Prayer, 
m which 1 make no doube 7. T. 
vould think himſelf included (as well 


s he is thought by ſome ro be, inthe 
[aver tor Jews, Turks, Infidels, and He- 
eticks) viz. That they who have better 
arts, and more Learning, may uſe and 
prove them to the Glory of him 
gave them ;5 and do more. good m 
World than I am able to do. 

Theſe Reaſons for my noe Writing 
Anſwer to Amyntor, if they ſarisfie 
ou, you may pleaſe to communicate, 
as 


[ 20 } 
as you have Opportunity; to any other 
of my Friends, whom you ſhall find 
to have the ſame Expectation from 
me that you had, by doing which, 


you will oblige, 
Kr, 
Alit 11, 1699. 
Terr molt Afeiihnnce Friend, 
and Hum ble Serum. 
OIsSP. Blackall, 
| 
ERRAT A. 


\ F17, 1.20.r. Hermas, p. $. 1. 22. dele 

| P- 6.1. 23. for = Lot any, for nd 
received, p, 11.1.7.r. Hermas, |. 9. r. divided, 
L 17.r. (as, P. 17. L 19. r. himand other, |. ule. 
F. an invidious Cavil, p. rg. 1.9. for bring r. 
being. 


ickall, 
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Myſteries 1a Religion Vindicated, or the Fi- 
lation, Deity and Satisfaction of our Saviour, 
allerred ag iinſt Socinians, 2nd others. with Ocs 
calional Refletions cn (everal late Pamphlers : 
Theilc two by Lete Milbrors 2 Presbirtce of the 
Church of Enrlizd. 

A Sermon Preached before rhe Righe Honou. 
rabis the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, and Go- 
Vernoury 


vernours of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of the City of 
Londew, at St. Bri Church, on »wrd 17 /dley ity 
Eafber Week, 1698, being one of the Anaiveria» 
ry Spayete Sermons ; by Themes Lynford, D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majcſty, , 

A Sermon Preached at the Anniverſary Meet 
ing of the Gentlemen Edilcated at St. Pans 
School, Jan, 25, 169, Publiſhed at the zequeſt 
of the rewards , by Jobn P A.M. and 


—_—— of St. Paa''s. | 
' An Anſwerto an Heretical Book, called, The 


Naked Goſpel, winch was condetnned and or- 
dered to be publickly burnt by the Convocation 
of the Univerfiry of Oxford, Aur. 19, 1690, 
with ſome Xeflections on Dr. #ary's New Edj» 
go of that Book, to which is added a. hort 


of $ocinianifen, by w« Nichols, D. D. 


=—_ 


